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Walking Path Updates at Wolfe Wild Life Park
[Oak Lawn, Ill., September 25] – The Oak Lawn Park District was awarded a $2,000,000 ITEP Grant, as well as a $306,201 Invest in Cook Grant, to replace the walking path and lighting at Wolfe Wildlife. The project will begin at 109th Street and Lavergne Avenue and continue generally southwest to 107th Street and Long Avenue.
As part of the project, a new connector path will be constructed along the east edge of the H.L. Richards High School tennis courts. This connector will provide a pedestrian connection from the bridge at Wolfe Drive and Long Avenue to 107th Street and Long Avenue.
The Park District has been working closely with Engineering Resource Associates and the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) to develop the construction documents. In addition, the Park District has coordinated with the National Park Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Metropolitan Water Reclamation District, Will-South Cook Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Village of Oak Lawn to obtain the necessary permits for construction.
The project was designed in accordance with the strict standards outlined in the Bureau of Local Roads and Streets Chapter 42 for Shared Use Paths. IDOT publicly bid the project in June, and Martam Construction was awarded the contract. The contractor is preparing to begin construction this fall.
As part of the design process, a tree survey was completed and all trees were tagged. Meeting the required clear shoulder, minimum curve radius, and sight-line standards will require the removal of some trees. Tree removal will begin in the coming weeks. Replacement tree plantings are included as part of the project.
Construction activities this fall will also include the installation of a compensatory storage area, light pole foundations and conduit, demolition, excavation, and subbase preparation.
Pathway closures and temporary disruptions are expected throughout construction. Every effort will be made to minimize these impacts while maintaining a safe environment for residents, pedestrians, and construction crews.
 
This project represents a much-needed improvement to Wolfe Wildlife and will provide an enhanced, safer, and more accessible pathway for the community to enjoy for many years to come.
The project has been a collaborative effort, and the Oak Lawn Park District is grateful for the continued support and cooperation of the Village of Oak Lawn, Community High School District 218, and Upland Design.
The Oak Lawn Park District, incorporated in 1944, has a long and proud history of serving the recreation needs of our 56,000+ residents with a myriad of recreational programs and services.  We manage 34 parks and facilities, and provide diverse recreational opportunities including: playgrounds, walking paths, ball fields, picnic facilities, indoor & outdoor tennis courts, a driving range, a natural wetland refuge, multi-recreational facilities, two outdoor swimming pools, an indoor ice arena, two fitness centers, a community theatre, a skate park, and an 18-hole golf course with a year-round clubhouse. Additionally, Oak Lawn Park District manages a Special Recreation Cooperative that brings recreation programs and services to individuals with disabilities in nine local municipalities. For more information, please visit www.olparks.com.  
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