MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
OAK LAWN PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
HELD ON MARCH 10, 2025

The Board of Commissioners of the Oak Lawn Park District was convened in a Regular Meeting
on March 10, 2025 at 7:01pm with President Buschbach presiding.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Mottl, Stalker, and Buschbach
Absent: Donahue and Johnson

A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Finance Meeting of February 10, 2025
Mottl moved, Stalker seconded to approve.
Voting: Aye: All

Nay: None

Reqular Meeting of February 10, 2025
Stalker moved, Mottl seconded to approve.
Voting: Avye: All

Nay: None

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD/CORRESPONDENCE:

Volunteer of the Month — Jean Coffelt

For the month of February, we are excited to recognize Special Recreation volunteer Jean Coffelt
for her ongoing dedication to our Special Olympics Winter Games program. As the mother of one
of our athletes, Jean has gone above and beyond, investing her time and energy to learn the
sport, familiarizing herself with competition schedules, and serve as an incredible cheerleader for
both athletes and coaches. Jean is a truly selfless individual, always offering the right words of
encouragement when needed, providing the perfect snack for a quick break, or delivering a warm
hug to show she’s cheering you on. Thank you, Jean, for everything you do for our athletes and
department, your contributions are invaluable.

Special Olympic State Skills Athletes and Lady Eagles Basketball Team

The 2024-2025 Jr. Jordan’s basketball skills athletes have had an incredibly productive season.
Since early November, the team has been dedicated to improving their skills by practicing every
Tuesday. Their coaches pushed them through tough practices, and their hard work has paid off.

This year, for the Special Olympics, each of our athletes participated in the Basketball Skills
portion. The event was held on January 19% at Evergreen Park High School, where all of our
athletes performed exceptionally well. A special congratulations to four athletes who earned a gold
medal and advanced to the State competition.

Grason Grady Justin Irvine Megan McLaughlin Emilia Witek

We are also here to recognize a job well done by our Lady Eagles basketball team, who also
competed in the State Special Olympics Basketball Tournament over the weekend. This team
played some exciting games throughout the season, showing incredible teamwork, determination,
and sportsmanship.

Special Olympics State Winter Game

The six individuals that we would also like recognize today all attended the Special Olympic lllinois
State Winter games. These athletes competed February 6% through February 8 at Chestnut
Mountain and Eagle Ridge Resort in Galena lllinois.

With over 150 athletes competing in events including snowshoeing and downhill skiing, these six
athletes came out on top of their division.
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These winter games athletes competed in 50-, 100-, 200-, & 400-meter Snowshoe competitions as
well as our athlete who is an alpine skier.

Competition outcomes:

e Jessica Nowicki, 4" place in the 50-meter Snowshoe, & Bronze on the 100- meter
Snowshoe.
Jennifer Nowicki, 5% place in the 100-meter snowshoe & Gold in the 200-Meter snowshoe.
Joe Coffelt, 41 place in the 200-meter Snowshoe & Gold in the 400-Meter snowshoe.
Taylor Schaar, Silver medal in the 200-Meter snowshoe & 4% place in the 100-meter
snowshoe.

e Marium Wahid, Silver medal in the 100-meter snowshoe & 5" place in the 200-meter
snowshoe.
4 X 100 Meter Relay- Joe, Jennifer, Taylor, & Marium with the Gold medal.
Johnny Damme, Silver medal in the Alpine Slalom & Silver medal in the Alpine Giant
Slalom.

Oak Lawn Parks Foundation
Steve Loulousis, Chairman of the Oak Lawn Parks Foundation, presented a check to the district in
the amount of $5,000.

Loulousis stated the donation is going to be used for a scholarship fund to allow families the
opportunity to participate in park district programs without the financial burden.

NEW BUSINESS: None

FINANCE REPORT:
Mottl moved, Stalker seconded to approve the payables of $ 1,227,042.00 for the period of
February 1, 2025 to February 28, 2025.
Voting: Aye: All
Nay: None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
CONSENT AGENDA:

Display of FY’ 26 Budget
Staff asked the Board for approval to place the budget on display for 30 days.

Stalker moved, Mottl seconded to approve the budget be put on display.
Voting: Aye: All
Nay: None

Surplus Property
Staff requested the Board to approve the following as surplus property.
e 2000 Toro Groundsmaster 328D 72" Diesel Mower
Stalker moved, Mottl seconded to approve the surplus property.
Voting: Aye: All
Nay: None
LEGAL: None
APPROVAL OF BIDS OVER $30,000: None

MATTERS OF THE DIRECTOR:
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Hartwig stated that district staff participate each year in the Suburban Park and Recreation
Associations (SPRA) wallyball tournament. Hartwig is happy to announce that our team took 1st
place this year.

Hartwig mentioned that the district's current Strategic Plan is coming to a close, and staff will soon
begin working on the new plan. The district develops its Strategic Plan internally, which not only
helps save money but also allows staff to become deeply invested in the process.

Hartwig stated that the new golf carts have been delivered to Stony Creek. Hartwig said the carts
are very nice and are 25% more fuel efficient.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Buschbach stated he has been doing a lot of babysitting lately and he had the opportunity to bring
the kids to the Racquet Center for the gymnastics open gym. Buschbach said the kids enjoyed
themselves and are looking forward to attending again.

Buschbach made mention that the theatre production of the Wedding Singer opens Friday.
Buschbach said he looks forward to seeing the production.

MATTERS OF THE COMMISSIONERS:
Stalker stated that she too has attended the Racquet Center's open gym with her niece. Stalker
said it's organized chaos and the kids who attend absolutely love it there.

Mottl mentioned that her son didn't attend the Night of Champions event at the Pavilion for
basketball, but she wanted to highlight how great the referees were this season. She praised them
for keeping the games enjoyable while also helping the kids better understand the game.

Mottl noted that the soccer season has come to an end and took a moment to acknowledge the
trophies awarded this year.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mottl moved, Stalker seconded to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.
Voting: Aye: All

Nay: None

Respectfully submitted,

uschbach, President

-«

Tracey Galla, Recording Secretary




